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REPORT NO. FT 120 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. [In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of, mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustdms custody immediately upon arrival 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately. upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general] imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FI 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 
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importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP. INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 

Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FI reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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‘ COVERAGE 


|The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
) not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 
Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
_chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
_ than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
Sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 

"fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
_ covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. [Infor- 
“mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 
_ Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FI 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FI 981. In addition, trans- 
_ portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
“port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 

this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 

which importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs 

for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 

| instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


oul 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.0.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
_chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


“f 


‘bined totals will be supplied upon request. 
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importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
Sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’ hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 

Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FI reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 

~ complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. [Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. : 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No, FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel] (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 


is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census.) _ 


In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 


Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United ie 


States, 1s summarized into approximately a’hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. Jt is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor-. 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- | 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- ni 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FI 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


| 
| 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. iv 
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SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
| this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest || 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to\FT reports are automatically supplied with . 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
| VALUATION tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
! statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- — 

The values are in general based on market or selling price, | tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical). 
and are in general f.o.b.. the exporting country. (Transportation | Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the | for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based | may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost — 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. 


In the event the 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise -from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
hot reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the- United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No, FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.0.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
Statés, 1s summarized into approximately a’hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the- descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual] subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special: reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included.in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. [In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release inte domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), 1.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o0.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’ hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 

_ bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FI reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classi fica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which “importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, im accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’ hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FI reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classi fica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the statistics 
on a full-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 
tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 
the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 
this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page6is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 


$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 
However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are fully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warel.ouse. 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries jare considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 


. essed: in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No, FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FI 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FI 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
Titories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range-of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. -For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to\FI reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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1/ 1V(low value)-subgroups valued under $10,000 each. 
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EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the statistics 
on a full-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 
tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under} 


the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 


(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of | § 


this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page6is probably less than 2 percent (or less than. 


$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 
However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less’ | 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. fe 


‘The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry) 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are fully | 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- | 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 
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COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for théir own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported -goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption o~ 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as-the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. 


In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 

Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the repert or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the statistics 
on a tull-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 
tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 
the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 
this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page61is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 


$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 
However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


‘The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are fully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 


GENERAL EXPLANATION c 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces. for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FI 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 


ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’ hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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NEW EDITION OF SCHEDULE A°- 
TO BE AVAILABLE SOON | 


Schedule A is being reprinted effective January 1, 1954. This new edition supersedes 
the August 1, 1950 edition, corrected to May 1, 1952, and includes all changes made by sup- 
plementary bulletins since May 1, 1952. This reprint also provides for many combinations of 
classifications and some new classifications, resulting in a net decrease of approximately 
600 in the number of import commodity classifications. Changes in presentation of the 1954 
edition are as follows: 


(1) The new Schedule is being printed in two parts. The first part includes informa- 
tion similar to that shown in the present edition, except that duty information is 
shown only for rates specified in the 1930 Tariff Act and trade agreement rates 
which are currently in effect. Trade agreement rates of duty which have been in 
effect since the 1930 Tariff Act, but are no longer in effect, will not be shown 
in the Schedule but will be included in a separate supplement to the new Sched- 
ule A. The two publications will be issued separately. The regular Schedule A 
will be available on January 1, 1954, and the supplement, which will be of interest 
primarily to individuals desiring to study the history of changes in tariff duties 
since 1930, will be available early in the Spring of 1954. The majority of users 
of the Schedule who are interested in preparing the import documents and those 
interested in using the current import statistics will be primarily interested in 
the regular Schedule A. 


(2) The regular Schedule A is being printed in loose-leaf form and the pages are being 
printed on one side only. This will permit users of the Schedule to put special 
notes regarding individual classifications relating to the commodities they are 
interested in on the blank side. In addition, it will permit the reprinting of 
fewer pages in the future, since it will be necessary to reprint only those pages 
on which changes have been made. In the past it has been necessary to reprint 
both the front and back of the page even though changes may have been made only 
on one side. 


Subscriptions may be placed with the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C., with U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices located in a 
number of principal cities, or with Collectors of Customs. The price of the Schedule is 
$3.50 per copy to domestic subscribers and $4.50 to foreign subscribers. As in the past, 
subscribers will receive as part of their subscription all supplemental bulletins and in- 
sert pages for at least one year. 


The price of the supplement has not been announced as yet. Subscribers to the regular 
Schedule A will receive a separate notice regarding the subscription to the supplement with- 
in the next few months. 


An order blank for the 1954 Schedule A is printed on the reverse side. 
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REPORT NO. Ff 120 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the statistics 
on a full-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 
tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 
the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 
this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page 61is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 


$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 


However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


‘The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are tully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
_ currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 


GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of, mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FI 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FIT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o0.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FOR CONSUMPTION 


SEPTEXBER 1953 CONT 


MEXICO 
READS 65 
SHOULD READ 

U KING 
READS 52 
SEOULD READ 

FRANCE 
READS 75 
SHOULD READ 


OCTOBER 1953 
REVISIONS IN PREVIOUS MONTHS! REPORTS 


COUNTKY OF ORIGIN BY SUBGROUP 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN Value 


SUBGROUP CODE NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION (dollars) 


COPPER AND MANUFACTURES 3,682,825 
3,287,120 

PAPER AND MANUFACTURES 28h, 711 
285,86), 

MACHINERY NES EXC AGRIC 269,545 
377 5339 
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partment of Commerce Field Offices or with the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


REPORT NO. Ff 120 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the statistics 


on a full-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 


tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 


the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 


this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page 61is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 


$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 


However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are tully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are.excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the crder in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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Continent and Country 


IMPORT SUBGROUP CODE WUMBERS......ccccccccccccceccccccsscecs 
IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FOR CONSUMPTION: 
NORTH AMERICA. .cccccceccccccccccccccccccccccsercccccccors 


Greenland .cccccccccccccsscccoccescsccvcccesvescccrccscccescce 


Canada (including Newfoundlami and Labrador)....cccccscccccce 
Miquelon amd St. PlerPe.ccccccccccsccccccccscccvccssccceccce 
Mexl CO ssicleicisicicicisicisielsiclelelslolclelolelelelclelclolcle cleisiclejeicjs\eleicieieie scicicie.e seis 
Guatemala...ccece 
British Honduras.. 
El Salvador... ccccccccccccsccscccccccccescesscccsccsscesceces 
HOMGUrAaS. cccccccccccccccccccvccvescsesscosescvessesssccvccce 
NACATAZUB. ccccccccccee ccc cecscecceccccecsescscccecesssecesee 
Costa RICH. cccccccccccccccccecrcceecencscveesessssescssscese 
Republic of Panama. ...cccsccccccccccccccccsccecccscccscccnes 
Canal Zone... cccccccccccccccccccccccccccecccessccsccasescccen 


BOrMUdA. ccccccccccsccscccccccecccr cesses esesecsseseresscescg 


eeeccosecccessscoseseseccsca 


Bahamas. .cccccccsccvcccescccccrcccccccccsresseseccsesssseces 
Cubbie c cccccccccccccccccccccccccccecccccecrscssscessesesscnce 
JAMAL CA. cccccscccccecccccecsccccressecscccscecesccssccssesee 
Haiticccccicicecisciecieiciccclccecececceccccecccccsccccccsvcceseces 
Dominican Republic....ceccccccsccccsscesesccsccscece 
Leeward and Windward Islands... .cecccccecccsccsccccce 
Barbados. cccccccccccccscccccerccccvcccccessecsscesesccsceces| 
Trinidad and Tobago... ccccsccccvcccsccecesseccescsressssece 
Netherlands Antilles...ceccccccerccccccccccccvscscecsescececel 
French West Indies... ..ccccccccccccccccccccccccccsesccssecces| 


SOUTH AMERICA. cccccccceccccccccsccsrcccssceesccccccccces 


COLOMDIG. cc ccccccccccccccccccccccccccseccceccccesecesccesses 
Venezuela. .pccccccccccccccccccvccvccccsccescccscccccssseesce 
British Guiana...ccccccccscceccccccvccccsccsscsecsceessccces 
Surinam. .cccccccccce 
French Guiena....... 


EOuadOPs ccccccccccccccscccceccsccccccccccsescccsescessssccee 


eerccscceccsecccssseces 


eececoceesoseseovcsses| 


POTU. ccccccccccccccccccceccccccccevevescccerccsscssesesccece 
Bolivia. coccscccces 
Chile. .cccccccesce 
BYOZAl sc ccccccc cc cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsccccses 
PATAZUAY 2. cc ccccccccccccccccccscccccccscvceccccccceccssesces 
Uruguby.cccceccccce 
ArMeNtINe. ccccccvccc-coccccccvcccvccccccccccscccccescccccces 
Falkland Islands....cccccccccceccccccccccccscacscesececeese 


EUROPE. «cccccccccccccccccscesccccccscccessescscceccsess 


ecccseccescccccse 


evecescccececces| 


TiC @EANA crolsinleislaleloioin|c\olaleleicie\slalalo(cioleie\clelo\clele «lcialelvieieve cte,e cleie|nicielcieie 
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OCTOBER 1953 


REVISIONS IN PREVIOUS MONTHS! REPORTS 
UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FOR CONSUMPTION 
COUNTHKY OF ORIGIN BY SUBGROUP 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN Value 


SUBGROUP CODE NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION (dollars) 


SEPTEVBER 1953 CONT 


LEXICO 
READS 65 COPPER AND MANUFACTURES 3,682,825 
SHOULD READ 3, 287,20 
U KING 
READS 52 PAPER AND MANUFACTURES 28h,711 
SEOULD READ 285,86) 
FRANCE 
READS 75 MACHINERY NES EXC AGRIC 269,55 
SHOULD READ 377 5339 


(All totals on original tab. 


les affected by above corrections should be adjusted) 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the statistics 
on a full-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 


tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 


the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 
this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page 6 is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 
$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 
However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


‘The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are fully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. Genera! import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. [Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FT 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are. excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, is summarized into approximately a hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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Page 
Continent and Country & Continent and Country 


IMPORT SUBGROUP CODE NUMBERS.......0.sccccccccccccccccesccce 
IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FOR CONSUMPTION: 
NORTH AMERICA. .ccccvcevscccvccccccccevccccscccccreccccees 


Greenland ...ccccccccccscccccccecccccvcsceccccccecscccsccoecs 
Canada (including Newfoundland and Labrador)....ccccccccccers 
Miquelon amd St. PlOrre..cccccscccccccccccccsccrcvccscvccsece 
Mert Come ete icteisiaisieisiciaiciaizinivislelele/ainiclelelelele\ol= sle/sle\els/ele/elelelels/e\s\e\e\e/e|s\6 
Guatemala. ..ccccccccccrcvcccccccccececcccesessssscessscosses 
British Honduras.....csccscccccccaccccres sscsscccsecessseces 
EE] SALWAdOF. . oon ccc ccc cen cscs ccvevccccccccvcrcccccescesscece 
HONMGUPAB. ccc cccccccrccccccccccerccsccescstssccesscssscsesese 
NACATAZUB. cc cccccccccccecccecceecsseccesssesessssscesssosvecs 
COSte BiCA si cacccncesccscm ccc csccccccccecenccccscetccccoceses 
Republic of Panama. .....cccscccercccccecccccenccsccccsecoss 
Canal Zone... .cccccccccvesccccceccccccescsccescccsssassoscess 


BerMudh..ccccccccscccccccccccccccscccsesscesesessccrsssssece 


ASTA. ccccccccccccccccccccccccscccscccccccesce-cesccsece 


SyTLarja\e\c/olele)=\ol0\c/elele\e/elele|ele|e/e\e/elolelejelelele eleleiele/eie)s\e\elel= elejejejejelsieiciela 


LOdaNON . occ ccccccccccccccccreccccccccccccoscccccccs eclecvecce 
Iraq PDE A CUGR AER Oo Te aie gg ee 
Iran (Persia)......sseeeesceeeee gd06000060 


JOFAAN, cocceccycccccvcessevvescsescccee 
KUWALET. ccc ccc ccc ccc cc ccccccccccccccvece 
Saudi Arabia. .c...cccciccccccccccccccccccce 
Arabia Peninsula States, n.e.c.-.---eeeeee oddaedes slelaiateralelats 
AdON. on ccccccccccece elefsleisisiclololelatelelafotolofeleleisiate)sjeleleleiclels\sfels{elefolele 
State of Bahrein.......... onacGOGadODOnDOD000005000000000 5000 
Afghanistan... cccccccccccccescccccccscccccsccccccssccscese 
Iti 1 Glieta/stajaialotaiaia(olstelolal-ie/alelstataie(sieisielclotele/olsie’s|s/elets\o\e\eleieialelelats/ele!s od 
PAKUBCAN sici010.c clocicicr cic clclscelccecicoccecsccccccocccscccccces vee 
elias sbq00bcd Dads OONDaDAAGO 90 90 00000 000 DODD aD000000000 
Ceyloneiclelciciclsieisieielslelvicielele pod00DDODDDDEo00000000 sfotelelelelelelsielevere 
BUTMAlalaleloroletelelelerelelelotelcieiaveloeieeleieverelelele)slelslelels Mafoeletdsiersveleleloteistorels 
Thailand (Siam)........ Meletatchelatatcletelatelelsicierelalolalelelelevoie(aveterelo Goad 
hed BT COGOODODDOD DOD DODD DO DO0ODDODDDOODDDODOUDOODOOON00 
British Malaya’). \cjcics\cielsisle cle|o oiecje\elelelololelsisjeic's s500qgD000 d00q00¢ 
Indonesia... ..ccccceccccccccces 5505008000050 sfefelelejoielelelelelolels 
Republic of Philippines..... ce cesecccccccseccccssesecscece 
MACAO. ccc cccccccccccccccccccccccccevcccrccesccscceseccceces 
Portuguese Asla. .cccccccccccccccccccceccccccoceccccescccsce 
Southern and Southeastern Asia, n.e.c-.-.- poashoo00n p000000 
China (excluding Outer ongolia)~ 500000 releteteleta p000b00D0n0000 
EQULEPUMONEOMT aeeelnyaieiera clove nisle ie ehateisiele eisieve nieleierevaluie teva lejoleereiaia 
9 NorthiKoreatersicecietsicletetetove ove lalclevelsieletelelete's cfataislolelsiecte paado0cG00d 
9 || Republic of Korea ........---2s00e- bonoasaspccesepoagooudod 
9 HONE RONG stelstelolelsiciclelaleloleisialololalelelatetelofalalelelslovelalcielalelelale\e(olslelolefolelele| 
10 Tal wan (ROIMOSE)cterererereietaisiele mreisleleeeinteeceiecieeeiniseticciscicts 
10 JAPAN sisyelefoisteicieleieicracciia cinco tines Efapeveye avaletersisisiaversielabis srelerelakeverorets 


Bahamas... .ccccccncccccscccccccccccscssccsccsscsscescssescces 
Cube. ccccnccccccccccccccccccccccescccsscessesscessesccecere 
JAMBICA. ccccccccc ccc ccecccccccccccccccceccesaccsessesessecce 
Halt latieipieiuisiciais(slsialslalsielsiel=/dieinjals olcioslele ale slecle.c vlclclae sie civesiescios. 
Dominican Republic... .ccccoccccccccccccsecesccccesseseccses 
Leeward and Windward Islands....cecccceccecccsccessccsscesens 
BATDAdOB. cc ccccccccccccccccccscccccccccccccc ec ccsceseccscces 
Trinidad and Tobago.....ccccccrcccvcceevcccssvcsessressosece 
Netherlands Antilles... ..ccccccccccccccccserccscesecssccsce 
French West Indies... .crccecerccccccccccccccccccssscsssecses 


© ODWDNDNDNDNODODMDODODMDMDOOOA IV IIAYIA A 


SOUTH AMERICA... cccceccccceccreccssrcccses~secsescccess 


COLOMDIA. «oc ccccncccccccccccc ccc cscccccccccccccccccescsccsce 
Venezuela..,.. 
British Guiana... scccccecccccccccccccccccsccvccesessccces 
BUPINAM Sc ccc ccs cc cose cn ccc cose cece ccccccccccccccesceccce 


French Guienb..cccrcccccccccccccesscscccccccscssccssssscsccs 


ECUAdOP. co cccccccccccccccccccccccc-ccccccccsccccscccessecces 


Cece scersescseecosseseseseoroeseseseesesesese 


POT. occ ccccncc cece cc ccccccccccccccencccocccccccccsccccscces 


10 AUSTRALIA AND OCEANIA. ...ceseececcceccrere seccvececssccs 


10 Australia. ..cccccc ccc cc ccne eleieiste) sfolelelelolelaleleiclololointeielelelelelsielelsiele 
10 NOW GUINGA seiaioininiatalaia[alslalelsiolelatainicisisieiclaisleialelnlaleleleielaiels ceccccccce 
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REPORT NO. FT 120 URE AU GF OF 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $1001 which have in the past been included in the, stapistad s/ 
on a full-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 
tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 
the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 
at less than $100, free of duty. 
9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LY Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 
this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page61is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 


#1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


The estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 
However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


‘The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are fully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of. mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, i.e., 
merchandise released fronCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), 1.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 981. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FI 972. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 


importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it*is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule € 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
ritories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C, The 
Table of Contents on page 3, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a°hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 4 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 
numbered classifications included. ‘ 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup information 
is not shown in this report. For each country, separate infor- 
mation is shown only for those subgroups whose individual totals 
for that country during the period covered by the report were 
$10,000 or more. Imports from each country of commodities falling 
in subgroups with individual totals of less than $10,000 for that 
country are presented as a combined total for each commodity group. 
Individual subgroup information for imports reported in these com- 
bined totals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made 
to cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates no im- 
ports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report for 
earlier months of the current and previous year are shown at the 
back of the current month’s report. With the exception of very 
important changes, any revisions to data for earlier years are 
held for reflection in the figures to be published in Foreign Com- 
merce and Navigation of the United States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to\FT reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in. type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
‘for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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